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Short and Sweet:
The Principle of Parsimony and Methodism in Political Research
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Specialists in the philosophy of social sciences preach simplicity in choosing
variables during research design, the aim of which is to avoid the complexity of
abundance, reducing the clarity and logical consistency of the thesis. The rule of
using limited variables is based on the methodological rule called the "Principle of
Parsimony" which means that the most acceptable explanation is the simplest and
stipulates the use of the lowest possible number of variables in order to explain the
maximum possible number of phenomena. This study introduces this principle
and examines the reasons for its absence from political research by assuming that
the reason for the lack of parsimony in political research, and the tendency of
researchers to use multiple variables, is the widespread "methodologist" tendency;,
which emerges as a type of excessive confidence in the reliability of the method.

Principle of Parsimony, Methodism, Political Research.
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*  Professor of political science, University of Mostaganem Abdelhamid ibn Badis, Algeria.
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Elliott Sober, Ockham's Razors. A User's Manual (United Kingdom:

Cambridge University Press, 2015), p. 4; Alan Barker, "Occam's Razor in

Science: a Case Study from Biogeography," Biology and Philosophy, no. 22
(2007), p.199.

9  Alistair Cameron Crombie, Medieval and Early Modern Science, vol. 11
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard, 1959), p. 30; Jonathan Schaffer, "What Not to
Multiply Without Necessity," Australasian Journal of Philosophy, vol. 93, no. 4
(2015), pp. 644-645.
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11 Lewis White Beck, "The Principle of Parsimony in Empirical Science,"
The Journal of Philosophy, vol. 40, no. 23 (November 1943), p. 620.
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12 (2011), p. 88.
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University Press, 2004), p. 18.

14  Marilyn McCord Adams, William Ockham, 2nd ed. (Notre Dame, IN:

University of Notre Dame Press, 1989), p. 158.

15  Barker, p.196.

}T.Lg 5}9.«)1 0553 uT () é.&J\ T.Lm duwlyd 8 Lludl dhads :)T Hyo iy 16

8,58l 538 (o U3l 9 skl O Lede «lld (o aml )90 il dys -plSsT e
skl '(’lSBT )

Sober, Ockham's Razors, p.6; Armand Maurer, "Ockham's Razor and

Chatton's Anti-Razor," Mediaeval Studies, no. 46 (1984), pp. 463-464.



-
SIYASAT ARABIYA L‘ L&‘ LI.I.I.‘

o

) Jlazdly &L Ylts dowoeid] dloal) ode Lady Caoruols
.5 sals le g Jo

Ol kil B3sz e oSl 1z dige ddlond] sleoll 0555 a3
o5 Oladl e 3 elell daadls <) O 58 dgro Alolaall of
G osass) Lol dygyo e 0555 Wy Sl Cewd L]
Y G s (W) Comadl 3 Sy S duslazz¥l polsll
guls 328 ol @Il e Fadl Tase) Bius loasy gl
O oo 3 Y geidl s OF Osatiimy (ol Gazslgastandl oo
el dlads 0555 yyladl b Licall 4515 ol ] it

3b3Sas 4>l Ly B

W gJgariun Nl aul 3

daog gill Tuw plasul Jlasdly Lzglshi¥l Olesgaell )33
Lo @) L)) lgmasiis Syl e oSonl) Dlasna
81T ojlasly il i3 e 83b) oz slsastundl posdell 353
Do el Sy 3Sans (@bl cl) pard] dilee b dige
anal) bSOl ypanis 5y i b &l dirslyonian) Ao
Sl a5 lowd] ) ool pamy 55 L ¢ asaad ) Yl (pmiis
" 29,8l slasly Dol el B pae oot gl

iy 90 (JoVI Bshasdl & 32yt el (B gl Tase el aS
oosndell e JESYL Haball dilas 105 sdl slozel o &)
Basls S35y 4Y s,z sl drwlal Ay illy el ]
gl palus delodl e Bl (dwsalell) yolisdl Bisd
Coldl Susluay IS Usbys Loyl dualsl] olsall BLEST 8
ssisll §b Usles e Wl oo «OULT 3 bLasYI el
e 8,590 00 Cigiml 15] V] Baey o) SULAI G oslsd e
55" gl Oy Joiy LS bl GV 1,55 bl
LIS (39 .7 gy SBLl (0 Blo] ST 0550 s Lo
Tase eolud (slsdll BLasS) ol dy,hadl sl T slgw (el
L) Jsl 1 BLESYI Bl 3 Osdge orais WasS S Gl

28 Kaplan, p. 318.
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