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The Arab-Islamic Geopolitical Axis and Structuring the
International System: Towards a New Approach
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The post-Cold War environment has produced a world distribution structure
different from that of the system prevailing in the 1945-1991 period. Geographical
regions of pivotal value have emerged as important arenas of competition
among the great powers, each drawing strength from the prominent features of
location and resources. Referencing these same features, this study examines the
geopolitical importance of Arab and Islamic countries within the international
system. It posits a set of factors to inform an understanding of the international
system's evolving nature: energy, the distribution of power and hegemonies in the
geopolitical spaces of Europe and Asia.

International Order, Post-Cold War World, Arab and Muslim
Countries.
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2 Halford Mackinder, Democratic Ideals and Reality: A Study in the
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Mackinder, "The Round World and the Winning of Peace," Foreign Affairs,
vol. 21, no. 4 (1943), pp. 595-605.
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Coming Conflicts and the Battle against Fate (New York: Random House,
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