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Political Organizations as Social Expressions: The Urban Poor,

the Rise of Social Islam, and the Cases of the Moroccan Justice
and Charity Group and the Unity and Reform Movement
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This paper discusses the proposition of the rise of social Islam in Morocco by studying
the country's two largest political Islam movements, the Justice and Charity Association
(jamd'at al-*adl wa-I-ihsan) and the Unity and Reform Movement (harakat al-tawhid
wa-l-islah). It focuses on the concept of social Islam which implies the provision
of financial and in-kind assistance and healthcare, education, athletic, artistic, and
pedagogical services to a variety of social strata. The study proceeds from the rise of
social Islam, how it relates to the concept of the urban poor under the development
“crisis" Morocco has faced since the 1980s, and highlighting the social implications
for the most important social stratum: the lower middle class and the poor. The study
shows that the Islamist movements under study have managed to form new and old
bonds of solidarity on a religious or tribalist basis, which have replaced traditional
forms of solidarity that previously used to embrace the lower and lower middle classes.

Urban Poor, Social Islam, Morocco, Charity Association, Unity and
Reform Movement
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2 David E. McNabb, Research Methods for Political Sciences, Quantitative
and Qualitative Methods (New York/ London: Routledge 2004), p. 358.

3 Ibid.
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