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Social Science and Public Policymaking in the Arab Region:
Towards Building a Methodology to Bridge the Gap
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This study addresses the methodological dimension of the gap between social
research and public policymaking in the Arab region. It demonstrates several
intertwined factors that contributed to this phenomenon, the most important of
which are: lack of trust between researchers and decision makers, methodological
dependency, the absence of a scientific culture that promotes research based
evaluation, the lack of intellectual and moral courage among researchers and
weak demand for the use of multifaceted holistic approaches. The study concludes
that the success of enhancing coordination between social science research and
policymaking in the Arab region depends on the extent to which academic
freedoms are respected, considering this constitutes one of the most important
elements of scientific research and competency. Academia must also be allowed
to fulfill its role in developing serious and applicable scientific research.
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1 Michael Huberman & Monica Gather Thruler, De la recherche a la
pratique: Eléments de base (New York : Peter Lang, 1991), p. 10.
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Economic inequality is one of the most pressing issues in the twenty-first century,
given that a small minority controls the global economy and most influential power.
This has led to an escalation of political instability and a decrease in social inclusion,
as evidenced by studies related to the Arab Spring and the ongoing turmoil in the
MENA. This quantitative study investigates the effect of capital formation and the
rate of return on capital on economic inequality in countries of the region. The
results demonstrated that the factors used to measure the formation of capital, such
as total domestic savings and total fixed capital formation, positively correlate with
economic inequality - increasing the inequality gap. Conversely, factors used to
measure the rate of return on capital, such as real interest and the interest rate on
deposits, correspond negatively with economic inequality. When the interest rate
on deposits increases, economic inequality decreases. It is necessary to review fiscal
and monetary policies to reform taxes and benefits to increase their impact on equity
and redistribution, and to avoid the impact of capital and power accumulation.

‘ ! Keywords: Economic Inequality, Rate of Return on Capital, Capital Formation,
Economic Growth.
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